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Upper left: Suspender buttons were fixed by machine, same as before.

Upper right: Around this time, the weight of the denim for the belt loop became heavier. It was made with denim
that has the same weight as the body.

Left: The number of fly buttons  (except for the top button) had increased from 3 to 4.
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LS&Co. had many difficulties in the Great Depression beginning in 1929, however the dude ranch craze brought the company a beacon
of hope. In the 1930s, customers aspired to live the lifestyle of ranch cowboys who wore 501®s. LS&Co. promoted this, and the compa-
ny succeeded in attracting new customers who saw the men as a symbol of strength. In 1934 the dude ranch look became so popular
and desirable for both men and women that ladies’ jeans similar to the 501® were launched. On September 1st, 1936, the RedTab, one
of Levi's® most recognizable icons, was sewn onto the left side of the right back pocket. Some collectors call pair #11 “the 1936 model”
characterized by both the RedTab and attached suspender buttons . The buttons were eliminated in 1937. This pair was produced during
this short period of time.
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This is a document sent to retailers of LS&Co. showing price controls under a governmental organization

called the Office of Price Administration (OPA) during the war. It is quite valuable to see how the prices
were regulated by the organization.
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In December 1941, the U.S. entered World War Il. During the last four years of the war, all products made in the U.S.A. including 501®
Jeans, had been put under government control. LS&Co. was forced to downgrade their iconic details, creating a new style of 501°
called the “war model.” Its changed characteristics are as follows: the arcuate stitching and rivets on the watch pocket were eliminat-

ed, the material of the rivet was downgraded from copper to ste el, and the company’s name was no longer inscribed in the rivet nor in
the buttons. The button was replaced with the steel donut butt on carved with a laurel wreath which was prevalent during the war. The
company reluctantly complied with the government giving the denim a new number “S501% XX" with the “S” standing for ”Simpli-
fied.” In the current vintage market, the war model is so desirable that there are collectors who focus entirely on this series alone.
Though pair #18 is new old stock (NOS) it is interesting to note that the painted-on arcuate stitching is almost invisible.
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