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Latet that same day | received a phone call from a mother in Billings,
Motana She had lost her daughter, her only child, a year ago She
needed somneone to talk to for no one would let her talk about the tragedy.
She said she had seen me on [television] on New Year's Eve, after the
Christinas letter | weote to you and left at this memorial had drawn
newspaper and television attention She said she had been thinking about
me all day, and just had to talk to me. She talked to me of her pain, and
scemingly needed me to help her with it. | cried with this heartbroken
maother, and after 1 hung up the phone, | laid my head down and cried
as haid for her Here was a mother calling me for help with her pain over
the loss of her child, a grown daughter. And as | sobbed | thought, how
can | help her with her pain when 1 have never completely been able to
cope with my own?

They tell me the letters § write to you and leave here at this memorial
are waking others up to the fact that there is still much pain left, after
all these years, from the Vietnam War

But this | know | would rather to have had you for 21 years, and
all the pain that goes with losing you, than never to have had you at all

Mom
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